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reason or other the rise of the tide increases the intensity
of the existing system of weather. If this is tending
towards precipitation, the tide will give just the last impulse
which is required, and rain will fall. If the ascensional
impulse is strong enough of itself, it will rain independently
of the tide; and if the natural impulse is downwards, as
in an anticyclone, no tide is sufficient to invert the general
character of the weather and cause rain. Tidal influence
on weather is found all over the world. Professor Hazen
has found a marked increase of thunderstorms with a
rising as opposed to a falling tide in the United States ;
and the author has observed a well-defined tidal variation
of the trade wind in tropical Fiji*

We can, therefore, sum up the contents of this chapter
very easily. All over the world local influences modify,
but do not make, the general character of the weather.
When the latter is weak, local weather may be the
prominent feature of the climate of any place; when it is
strong, then local influences may be entirely obliterated.